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English Version

“Kaatile pazhmulam thandil ninnum paatinte paalazhi... “ the ripples spread by this tune.. a fluidic
naadadhaara that flowed to the desh raga, during a lockdown day Talented bankers meet led us to
the discovery of this week’s Talented Banker.. a banker-musician who continues his journey across
the swarasaagara under the tutelage of none other than Padmavibhooshan Hariprasad Chaurasia.

A defence personnel who travelled over varied ways of living and ended up being a banker.

Vineeth.A.R
State Bank of India
Karur, Tamil Nadu

He was transported to the world of music by his father, a music lover. Born in Kannur Pappinisseri to
the couple Sri. Radhakrishnan — Smt. Visalakshi during the time Smt. Visalakshi worked in
Pappinisseri for the Dairy Development Department, Government of Kerala.. his memories of living
there with his father who worked in a private company are filled with the reverberating thaalas of
kaavu (abode or temple of snakes ) bhajans. By the time his mother got transfer to his father’s
hometown, Cherthala, it was time for his formal education to begin. His vidyarambham in music was
done by none other than the famous musician Pattanakkad Purushothaman.

His craving to be like Swamiji who played harmonium at his neighbour, that famed musician’s house
took him to their family friend, Sebastian master, who guided Vineeth to play piano and also
Carnatic music. Ig was around the same time that he got the chance to learn Carnatic flute under
Panangad Mahadevan master. Though he learned music during his schooling from ECEK Union High
school, he stayed away from participating in competitions. When he joined the St. Albert’s college
for his college education, he even tried his hand in body building.

He won many prizes at University level and State sub-junior level for sports. From the opportunity
thus attained, he was chosen to the communication department of the Indian Navy. His first posting
was in a ship in Goa and then in Goa Naval base. He continued his piano lessons even then. He
passed the grade examination held by the Trinity college of London. As Carnatic music teachers were
scarce in Goa, he started learning Hindustani music. Since the styles were different, he faced
difficulties in learning both flute and vocal in the beginning. During this time, he even ventured to
turn up as keyboardist in a few bands in Goa, prompted by his sheer innocent love of music! He also



shared the story of how he learnt the lesson that a Sainik should not attempt such acts without prior
permission.

Then he got a posting in Mumbai, leading to a dream-come-true opportunity. His only dream was to
meet the one and only Padmavibhooshan Hariprasad Chaurasia — the classical flautist who plays
Bansuri, the Indian bamboo flute in the Hindustani tradition.

“Though | went many a time to meet him, | couldn’t. At last on a Sunday, my efforts were rewarded.
| told him my wish. Maybe because | served the nation, he agreed to teach me, and asked me to
attend his classes from the next day", Vineeth's words reflect his delight.

Later when the guru opened his ‘Gurukul’ in Bhubaneswar, Vineeth took leave from work many
times to attend the classes. He stayed there and learned in the ‘gurukula sambradaya’.. and is still
learning.

The only Malayali disciple to the world famous flautist — Vineeth is grateful for the title he earned
through his untiring efforts.

He continued his Carnatic music lessons too alongside — whenever he chanced to come home. His
gurus-Sri. Arunadharan in Carnatic music vocal and Sri. Vivek Shenoy in Carnatic flute.

As his visits to Kerala became less frequent, he started concentrating on Hindustani music
altogether.

During this time, he played flute for a few advertisements and jingles. When he visited his
hometown, he played harmonium or keyboard for bhajans.

He composed music for a short film named “Swayam Sevakan". At present he is working on a short
film. He has been blessed with many opportunities to perform Hindustani solo and jugalbandi in and
outside Kerala.

He reminisces his kacheri witnessed by famed musicians during the Vaikom Ashtami at the Vaikom
Mahadeva Temple as a wonderful experience.

After resigning from an untainted service in the Indian Navy, he joined the State Bank of India as a
marketing executive through the test conducted in 2017. He was posted in Tamil Nadu Karvazhi
branch from where he was transferred to Karur branch and he still serves there.

Smt.Veena Viswan, an artist interested in painting and drawing, adds colour to his musical life and
they are blessed with Aabheri and Abhinav Sarang whose melodious chatter complete the unit.
Veena is a physiotherapist in the Edappally Amritha Medical Institute. Aabheri is in the seventh and
Abhinav in thd second grades. They are staying with their mother at Eramalloor. His mother who
retired as the Administrative Assistant from the Ksheera Vikasana Board, stays with his father at
their Cherthala tharavaadu.

During the lockdown period, Vineeth was with his family in Ernakulam. When the rules were relaxed,
he returned to Karur. During the lockdown period, there are numerous talented bankers who
enthralled us with their magical music and are part of the weekly TBs. One succh shining star, Sooraj
Nellore says, “ When | heard Vineeth mash's flute play the desh raga, a desire sprouted in me to



learn Hindustani music.. aha, what feel! This is real magic woven together by the basic swaras.. “
These words led us to the unusually in-depth dedication of the person named Vineeth to the vast
ocean of music.

We, the members of the Talented Bankers group wish this musical sorcerer who handles his
flute,Veena, Aabheri and Sarang along with his banking jugglery a wonderful and harmonious
journey ahead..
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English version: Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, LHO Thiruvananthapuram



